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Collecting spurs has been 
around about as long as 
spurs themselves. Medieval 

kings collected spurs made by 
the finest artisans of their time, as 
did the leaders of ancient Spain, 
Mexico and other horse cultures. 
But in America, when we think 
of spurs, we think of the cowboy. 
From the end of the Civil War until 
the present day, there exists a rich 
history of American spur making 
and collecting.

Like most forms of art and craft, 
there are as many diverse kinds of 
spurs as there are collectors, and 
it can be easy to get lost in all the 
endless details. We’ll try to cover 
the basics while still hitting some of 
the highlights, but know that there 
are great resources available to 
those who want to further explore 
“the backbone” of the western 
collectibles business.

Major categories and 
makers

Stylistically speaking, there 
are five major categories in 
American spur collecting: The 
Plains (Wyoming, Montana); 
Texas; prison-made (Canon City, 
Huntsville, etc); Mexican; and 
California (a descendent and 
variant of the Mexican style). Both 
Texas and Plains spurs are similar 
in appearance, with heavy, wide 
bands and little or conservative 
decoration consisting of overlaid 
silver on iron: The choice of the 
ranch cowboy. 

In contrast, California and 
Mexican styles are usually highly 
decorated, with inlaid silver instead 
of overlay. They also typically have 
larger, more sharply pointed rowels 
(the round, pointy part for you 
true novices). Prison-made spurs 

Points of Significance
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G. S. Garcia (probably the most 
well-known, high-end maker), 
classic California style spurs, with 
inlaid silver, double heel chains, 
rounded drop shanks and thin 
spiked rowels.
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are a unique category as their styles 
and components were limited and 
influenced by the materials that were 
available in prison to the makers.

Spurs were made in many forms. 
There are gooseneck spurs, gal-leg 
spurs, long shank spurs, bronc spurs, 
bull hooks and so on.

The five major categories are broad, 
and though there are collectors who may 
specialize only regionally (Wyoming 
spurs, Texas-style), more often than 
not collectors further differentiate their 
preferences by maker, model or some 
other characteristic. The most famous 
names in spur manufacturing tend 
to be those that were offered by the 
major saddlery companies of the early 
American West, such as Crockett and 
Kelly (Texas style) or August Buermann 
(all styles). 

Many beginning collectors start 
with these major names for reasons of 
cost and availability. Makers like Kelly 
Bros. and McChesney (both Texas 
style) can also be a good place to 
start for beginning collectors. Though 
not as “major” from a manufacturing 
standpoint, they can begin at prices as 
low as $75 for later marks and move 
up into thousands of dollars for scarce 
patterns and marks.

Large manufacturers, such as 
Buermann, made spurs in all the styles, 
mass-producing high-quality copies of 
small custom makers. By the mid-1800s, 
August Buermann was supplying just 
about everyone, including the military. 
But he was best known for his large 
selection of true “cowboy” spurs. This 
is a great place to start collecting 

because you can begin with plain, un-
mounted examples and continue for a 
lifetime into the rare inlaid styles. With 
Buermanns you can start collecting at 
$100 and move up $200, $300 – almost 
literally in $100 increments – to $30,000. 
It’s perfect for both beginners and 
seasoned collectors.

J.O. Bass was a Texas maker from Tulia, Texas and documented his 
spurs well. These spurs from the early 1900s are #400, and as most 
classic Texas spurs, are mounted with overlaid nickel silver. They 
brought $9,200 at auction in 2008, a respectable price for these large 
pattern spurs. 

19th-century Mexican spurs with period jaguar spur straps. Sold for 
$12,075 in 2007. 

Eddie Hulbert Plains style cowboy spurs with known Wyoming history. 
They show Ed’s talent as an engraver. Sold for $6,900 in 2009.

Fake. If these spurs were authentic Qualey Bros. from Grangeville, 
Idaho they would be a great addition to your collection and be 
valued at about $20,000 to $30,000. But these were made by a 
contemporary maker and artificially “aged,” either to make them look 
better for aesthetic purposes, or to fool an unsuspecting collector. 
They are a work of art on their own and could bring good money if 
sold as new. These are a good example of why the assistance of a 
reputable dealer is indispensable in starting or building a collection. 
The pair failed to sell at auction.

Real Texas cowboy spurs marked 
“Kelly Bros.,” pattern #44 with 
overlaid Texas steer heads. Well-
worn, as most “using” spurs were, 
these brought $1,610 at auction 
in 2009. 
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Marks
Most spurs were stamped or 

“marked” by their makers, though 
not all, and some of the rarest and 
most valuable spurs show no marks. 
Likewise, the mark itself and its location 
can change over time, even within a 
single maker. For example, a collector 
of Crockett spurs may collect only 
“inside marked” Crocketts, or perhaps 
only “under-button” marked Crocketts. 
Then of course there’s O. Crocketts. 
You may have two identical pair of 
iron, drop shank spurs, but one has a 
“hand” mark stamped on the band and 
the other has a star. The first mark is 
worth $2,000, the star is $100.

Just like their marks, the makers get 
complicated. Garcia was a popular spur 
making family. Original G.S. Garcia 
spurs are highly sought after, and 
average around $6,000 a pair, with rare 
examples selling for five times that. But 
you might want to start by collecting 
spurs made by his son, Les. Les made 
spurs in Salinas and Reno, but his father 
made spurs in Elko. Which is to say, 
“Elkos” are referring to early, expensive 
spurs. 

Some of the rarer spurs come from 
lesser-known makers such as J.O. 
Bass, Bianchi, Nance and Petmecky, 
among many others. Particularly rare 
are marked spurs by Cheyenne makers 
Phillips and Gutierrez due to the short 
time of the partnership (two years).

Art and artistry
Perhaps you’re the type of collector 

that prefers contemporary art. Well 
there’s spurs for that too. The spurs being 
made by today’s makers are the best 
ever. They boast meticulous attention 
to detail, extravagant artistry, reverence 
for tradition and are completely 
functional (though I doubt many will 
ever be used). The Traditional Cowboy 
Artists Association (TCAA) boasts a 
number of skilled artisans creating 
phenomenal spurs that can reach into 
tens-of-thousands of dollars for a single 
pair. But not all the finest makers are 
necessarily TCAA members, and you 
should not discount the quality of little-
known makers. 

Another spur maker that warrants 
attention is the Edward Bohlin Co. 
of Hollywood, Calif. The famed 
“Saddlemaker to the Stars” made some of 
the fanciest spurs in the world. Original 
Bohlins from the early 1900s are of the 
best quality and prices have exceeded 
$100,000 for pairs made for top movie 
stars such as Gene Autry. Most original 
Bohlins fall into a range of $2,000 to 
$10,000, and newer pairs can be had 
for under $2,000. The Bohlin Company 
has traded hands many times over the 

years and quality sometimes varied 
greatly. Knowing and understanding 
the different marks and engraving styles 
is essential in collecting Bohlin spurs. 
The current company makes a high-
quality product and prices range from 
affordable to whatever you’re willing to 
pay for your custom dream pair. 

Reproductions and fakes
But, a word of warning is necessary. 

There are reproductions and there are 
fakes. The E. Garcia Co. makes modern 
day reproductions of traditional Garcias 
(the families are unrelated), just as 
Buermann did with other makers in his 
day. These are honest reproductions. 
But there are unscrupulous people 
“aging” these copies and passing them 
off as authentic. In fact many of the 
major collectable makers are being 
copied today and you have to keep an 
eye out for aged reproductions. 

Fakes are an unfortunate part of 
the antiques business, and spurs are no 
exception. This is why it’s so important 
that you deal with people that are 
trustworthy. Don’t know anybody? Go to 
shows, events, sales and talk to people. 
Know what you are buying. Get a 
guarantee. Ask questions. And don’t get 
discouraged; seek the advice of trusted 
friends and experienced professionals. 
Part of the fun of collecting is learning, 
and sometimes we learn the hard way. 
It’s part of the process.

Many collectors and dealers of 
Western Americana got their start with 
spurs. They are readily available, span 
an incredibly wide price range and have 
both decorative and historic interest. 
These are all good, solid characteristics 
for a collectible antique and make the 
field potentially fun and profitable. But 
I think the lure and appeal of spurs 
is more than that. They are examples 
of true art – from fine iron work to 
exquisite engravings – while at the 
same time being an essential tool of the 
cowboy. They are uniquely American.

Brian Lebel founded the Cody Old 
West Show & Auction over two decades 
ago when the Western collectibles 
market was a tiny community of 
collectors and enthusiasts. Brian Lebel’s 
Old West Show & Auction is now one 
of the largest Western collecting events 
in the nation. As a collector and 
dealer himself, Brian has dedicated 
his career to the industry. In addition 
to the annual event (held in Denver in 
June), Brian works as an appraiser with 
top collectors, museums, galleries and 
insurers. For more information, visit 
www.denveroldwest.com or e-mail him 
at brian@denveroldwest.com. 

Early Texas “Crockett Special” spurs with the very early Crockett mark 
inside the heel band. The shanks are in the “bottle opener” style. Sold 
for $5,700 in 2008.

Edward H. Bohlin Parade Spurs. Texas-style spurs by a Hollywood, Calif. 
maker. Completely silver mounted with silver decorated straps. Sold for 
$5,750 in 2010.

To view more American Spurs, including the 
very first pair of Hollywood spurs owned by 

Roy Rogers, visit Online Exclusive. 


