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AUCTION PREVIEW

When noted Western dealer and collector Brian Lebel acquired 
the High Noon Show & Auction in early 2014, he didn’t 
foresee making any changes to the long-running event that 

takes place every January in Mesa, Arizona.
“It’s been a great event for 25 years and we don’t have anything to 

fix,” Lebel says. “It’s been well run and well attended, and the buzz in 
the business is wonderful. We’re excited that it’s going to be the same 
show it’s always been.”

This year’s auction, it’s 25th, will once again feature a variety of 
Western-themed fine art, including paintings and sculpture, as well as a 
wide selection of Native American artifacts, one-of-a-kind pieces of movie 
memorabilia and historical weapons. Bidding starts January 24 at 5 p.m. 
at the Mesa Convention Center in Mesa, Arizona.

One of the top pieces in the auction is Friend Carey, an illustrated 
letter written by Charles M. Russell to his friend, silent film star Harry 
Carey. The letter, dated February 25, 1921, features a drunken cowboy 
gesturing to several other cowboys in the distance. The written portion 
of the letter begins, “Friend Carey,” and goes on to reference “buried 
treasure,” Russell’s euphemism for alcohol. The letter, never before 
offered in a public sale, is expected to fetch $90,000 to $115,000. A 
number of other pieces from the Carey Family Trust will be in the auction.

Other items in the sale include Tom Horn’s last Winchester, a 

A New Era
Western dealer Brian Lebel takes over Arizona’s High Noon 

Show & Auction as it enters its 25th year.

Charles M. Russell (1864-1926), Friend Carey, 
illustrated letter to his friend Harry Carey, mixed media 

on paper, 10 x 6½"  Estimate: $90/115,000

Vendors and exhibitors are lined up in the main exhibition hall at the 

2014 High Noon Show & Auction in Mesa, Arizona. Collectors and dealers refer to their catalogs during the 2014 High 
Noon auction.
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Collectors and dealers refer to their catalogs during the 2014 High Collectors and dealers refer to their catalogs during the 2014 High 

Highnoon.indd   104 11/26/14   1:46 PM



A
U

CT
IO

N
 P

R
E

V
IE

W
 

M
esa

105

James Reynolds CA (1926-2010), One Less to Count, oil on board, 20 x 30” Estimate: $16/22,000

Tom Horn’s Winchester Model 1894 .30-30. 
Estimate: $125/175,000

Roy Rogers’ custom eagle boots with Edward H. Bohlin sterling overlaid spurs, ca. 
1930s. From the estate of noted Rogers collector Al Vendegna. Estimate: $12/16,000
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Richard Amsel (1947-1985), The Shootist, mixed media on paper, 30 x 21". Original artwork for the movie poster for John 
Wayne’s last movie The Shootist.  Estimate: $8/12,000
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model 1894 .30-30. Horn, a prominent Old 
West outlaw, was carrying the rifle when he 
reportedly gunned down 14-year-old Willie 
Nickell in 1901 during a grazing dispute. 
Horn gave the rifle to friend C.B. Irwin 
before he was hung for the boy’s murder in 
Wyoming. The rifle has been in the Irwin 
estate ever since. It’s expected to sell between 
$125,000 and $175,000.

Painted works include John Moyers’ 
Coming Out of the Kiva / Taos Moon (est. 
$30/40,000); Thomas Kinkade’s Some Time 
Alone (est. $12/16,000); James Reynolds’ One 
Less Count (est. $16/22,000); and Richard 
Amsel’s The Shootist (est. $8/12,000), the 
original artwork for John Wayne’s last movie 
of the same name.

“I know people like to dwell on the high-
dollar lots, and Amsel’s piece is not the most 
expensive piece, nor is it for everyone, but it’s 
just phenomenal,” Lebel says. “It’s not worth 
millions, but for less than $20,000, this is a 
great piece.”

Other items include a Cheyenne beaded 
cradleboard from the late 1800s (est. 
$35/40,000), and Roy Rogers’ custom eagle 
boots with Edward H. Bohlin sterling overlaid 
spurs (est. $12/16,000). 

The auction will also feature a large 
selection of traditional cowboy crafts—as well 
as works by Traditional Cowboy Art Association 
members—including leather saddles, bits and 
spurs, silversmithing and rawhide braiding.

“Most people never thought of these items 
as art, but leathertooling, silversmithing and 
engraving are fine art, and this show has always 
recognized that,” Lebel says. “The great thing 
about the show is it’s an antiques show, but 
you also get to see new artists, these young 
kids, who are doing amazing things with paints, 
leather, silver and engraving. Another new thing 
you’ll notice is the Native American beadwork, 
which is another thing that’s being recognized 
as fine art. High Noon just has a great overall 
view of everything that has to do with Western 
lifestyle, Western expansion, Native American, 
cowboys…we cover it all.”

In addition to the auction, Brian Lebel’s High 
Noon Show & Auction will have more than 
150 Western dealers offering a variety of 
other artwork and artifacts. The show runs 
throughout the day on January 24 and 25. 

Brian Lebel’s High Noon 
Show & Auction
When: January 24-25, 2015;  
Janunary 24, 5 p.m., auction

Where: Mesa Convention Center,  
263 N. Center Street, Mesa, AZ 85201

Information: (480) 779-9378,  
www.oldwestevents.com

Cheyenne Fully Beaded Cradleboard, ca. 
1880-90, 46½" long  Estimate: $35/40,000

John Moyers, Coming Out of the Kiva / Taos Moon, oil on canvas, 40 x 30"  
Estimate: $30/40,000
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