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AUCTION PREVIEW

When Brian Lebel, owner and 
organizer of the Old West Show 
& Auction, was pondering a new 

location for his annual auction and dealer 
show, he knew he needed a strong Western 
destination, especially coming from the show’s 
previous location in Denver.

“We looked from Kansas City to California, 
and it was no easy task. We couldn’t quite find 
a venue that was just right. Then we found 

Fort Worth. Right away we knew it would be 
a very welcoming Western town. Even the 
town slogan is ‘Cowboys & Culture,’” says 
Lebel, who also owns High Noon Show & 
Auction held in Mesa, Arizona. “They clearly 
embrace their heritage and history. The venue 
is practically right next to the Amon Carter 
Museum of American Art, the Kimball Art 
Center, the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, 
the Museum of Science and History, and the 

Fort Worth Botanical Gardens. It’s a perfect 
fit for us.”

“Best of all,” he adds, “there isn’t a show 
like this now in Texas.”

The Old West Show, which takes place 
June 6 and 7 at the Will Rogers Memorial 
Center, features a two-day dealer show 
featuring more than 200 Western dealers 
and exhibitors selling everything from oil 
paintings, bronze sculpture, Native American 
clothing, saddles, spurs and bits, firearms and 
cowboy memorabilia.

The first day is capped off with a Western 
auction with a number of notable works, 
including Annie Oakley’s Remington model 
12-B .22-caliber short rifle. The lot, which 
comes with shooting trophies and various 
photos—including a photograph of Oakley 
holding the rifle—is expected to fetch $300,000 
to $325,000 at the auction.

Another top item is also a firearm: Frank 
Stilwell’s Colt single-action revolver. Stilwell, 
an outlaw in southern Arizona in the late 19th 
century, is closely tied to the events of the 
Gunfight at the O.K. Corral. Stilwell was killed 
by Wyatt Earp in 1882, five months after the 
famous Tombstone shootout, which he did not 
take part in. It is strongly believed that the Colt 
revolver is the gun that killed Morgan Earp 
two days before Stilwell’s own death at the 
hands of Wyatt. The storied pistol is expected 
to sell between $175,000 and $225,000.

“We know for sure the gun is Frank Stilwell’s 
gun. It comes from the Stuart Lake Collection; 
Stuart was Wyatt Earp’s biographer. There’s no 
question it’s his gun, but we’re not sure if it 
was the gun that killed Morgan Earp, because 
no one knows for sure if Stilwell killed him,” 
Lebel says. “It’s long been suspected he did it, 
but that’s one of those things no one will be 
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Mescalero Apache shield, rawhide shield with leather cover, 21”. From 
multi-piece Apache warrior out� t that includes shirt, shield, leggings, 
quiver and bowcase. Estimate: $200/250,000

Brian Lebel.indd   134 5/1/15   11:33 AM



A
U

CT
IO

N
 P

R
E

V
IE

W
 

F
o

rt W
o

rth

135

Bill Owen, Bending the Herd, oil on canvas, 24 x 18”. Estimate: $8/12,000
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able to prove.”
One of the top Native American lots is a 

full Apache warrior outfit, including Mescalero 
Apache shield, shirt, leggings, quiver and 
bowcase. The outfit is valued at $200,000 to 
$250,000.

Other pieces in the sale include the 
E.A. Burbank’s pastel portrait of Virgil Earp 
(est. $60/80,000), Bill Owen’s cattle scene 
Bending the Herd (est. $8/12,000), a Loomis 
Saddlery custom saddle with Edwin Field 
silver that was exhibited at the 1893 Chicago 
World’s Fair (est. $60/80,000), and the 
Howard Post oil Untitled - Cows in Landscape 
(est. $7/10,000).  

Brian Lebel’s Old West 
Show & Auction
When: June 6-7, 2015; 
June 6, 5 p.m., auction

Where: Will Rogers Memorial Center, 
3401 W. Lancaster Avenue, Fort Worth, 
TX 76107

Information: (480) 779-9378, 
www.oldwestevents.com

Annie Oakley’s Remington 
model 12-B .22-caliber short ri� e, 
Estimate: $300/325,000

E.A. Burbank, Virgil Earp, pastel on canvas, 24 x20”. Estimate: $60/80,000

Annie Oakley in an undated photograph 
holding the Remington .22-caliber short ri� e 
being o� ered in the sale. The photograph and 
other items are included in the lot.
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Howard Post, Untitled - Cows in Landscape, oil on canvas, 30 x 30”. Estimate: $7/10,000
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