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AUCTION PREVIEW

Far and Wide
Brian Lebel’s annual High Noon Show & Auction in Arizona 

attracts Western enthusiasts from across the country.

More than 400 lots will cross the 
auction block on January 21 when 
Brian Lebel’s High Noon Show & 

Auction returns to the Phoenix Marriott Mesa for 
its 27th year. Presale estimates for this year’s sale 
exceeds $2 million and will showcase some of 
the best cowboy, Native American and Western 
art and artifacts currently on the market.

The top seller at this year’s auction is 

expected to be the Custer Battlefield, Model 
1874 Sharps Rifle (est. $300/500,000) that has 
been forensically proven to have been at the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn, and can be traced to 
two separate Indian locations on the battlefield.

“It’s an Indian gun that we know was used 
at the Battle of the Little Bighorn. Just think 
about that. It gives me the chills,” says Brian 
Lebel, auction owner.

This year High Noon will auction fine art 
and memorabilia from the estate of Texas 
record producer Snuff Garrett. A millionaire 
by the age of 30 and close personal friend of 
Roy Rogers, Garrett acquired an impressive 
collection of fine art, lithographs and 
Hollywood Western memorabilia.

“Snuff was an incurable collector,” says 
Lebel. “He had a great eye, and of course 

Collectors shop for Western items at the 2016 High Noon  
Show & Auction in Mesa, Arizona.

Booths offer a variety of art and artifacts at the 2016 show.
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the wherewithal, to collect on the scale 
that he did. But it was so much more than 
that to Snuff. One of the many endearing 
things about him was that these things clearly 
brought him great joy. He collected for all the 
right reasons.”

The estate of Southwest artist Thomas 
Lorimer will also headline the sale, which 
includes his extensive collection of Native 
American artifacts as well as pieces by the 
artist and his contemporaries.

Other items up for auction include an 
original illustration for the Saturday Evening 
Post by W.H.D. Koerner titled Umatilla 
(est. $3/4,000), and the Charles M. Russell 
bronze pronghorn sculpture Nature’s People 
(est. $3/4,000).

Accompanying the auction is the High 
Noon show, which will take place at the 
adjacent Mesa Convention Center on January 
21 and 22. Over 170 vendors will attend with 
wares that include Western fine art, antiques, 

Custer battlefield, Indian-used, Model 1874 Sharps Rifle. The first firearm forensically proven to have been at the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 
Estimate: $300/500,000

Edward Borein (1872-1945), Mustang Round-Up, watercolor, 9 x 13”  
Estimate: $50/60,000
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Tom Ryan (1922-2011), Mooning in the Morning, oil on canvas, 9 x 12” Estimate: $4/5,000

Keyston Bros. 1930s exhibition saddle, fully 
floral-carved pictorial saddle by Keyston Bros of 
San Francisco for the Golden Gate International 
Exhibition. Estimate: $70/90,000

Carl Oscar Borg (1879-1947), Day of the Fiesta, Walpi, gouache, 14 x 14” 
Estimate: $5/8,000
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collectibles and jewelry. General admission 
to the show costs $10 per day, with children 
under 12 admitted for free.

“This is one of the finest displays of 
Native American and Western art in the 
country, combining knowledgeable sellers 
with educated buyers creating a wonderful 

weekend experience,” Don Siegel of Chipeta 
Trading Company says of the show.

Auction lots may be viewed online and 
a full-color catalog is available for purchase. 
A preview of the High Noon auction will be 
held during show hours and patrons can bid in 
person, online, by telephone or absentee. 

Brian Lebel’s High Noon 
Show & Auction
When: January 21-22, 2017;  
January 21, 5 p.m., auction

Where: Phoenix Marriott Mesa,  
200 N. Centennial Way, Mesa, AZ 85201

Information: (480) 779-9378,  
www.oldwestevents.com

Charles M. Russell (1864-1926), Nature’s People, bronze, 6⅛ x 7¾ x 4¼” Estimate: $3/4,000


